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Firstly, I would like to thank all the staff and parents for their continued support. We have had a very busy first term and the new refurbishments are now nearly all completed. As you are aware we
managed to pack all our Charity events within the first term and I
know that all the students thoroughly enjoyed the activities. I would
like to give a humble thank you for all your support, for this noble
cause and the amount is testament of your generosity. Our New
Year 7 students have actively participated into the IGS round of activities and have settled really well into the school.
We have also had to say goodbye to Mrs Rayan Naghi who decided
that she would like to continue looking after her baby, we were extremely sad to see her go and wish her all the best in the future. Ms
Curry was then appointed on a permanent basis, and I am sure she
will be a great asset to the school. Ms Gokce has now returned from
her maternity leave on a part-time basis and Ms Hussain will continue to on to deliver the rest of the English Curriculum also on a
part-time basis.
On a final note I would like to thank everyone for supporting me
this term and all the amazing staff at IGS who make this
school ,with Allah swt assistance, so great. I firmly believe that us
all working together is what makes Islamia so special.
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Our Reporting System
We have four reporting windows throughout the academic year. These are outlined below:
Interim Update - available to parents on Monday 13th November. This is the first of
four report updates that gives parents a quick overview of whether their child is meeting
the targets set at the beginning of the year. These targets are based on their baseline
grades at the beginning of year 7. For each subject, students have been set a target that
must be met by the end of the year.
End of Term 1 Report - available to parents by the end of December. This will give parents a more detailed insight into whether their child is on track to meeting their targets.
End of Term 2 Report - available to parents by the end of March. This report will be in
the same format as the End of Term 1 Report. It is a third update in March to show
whether the student is on track to meeting their target by the end of the year.
End of Year Report - available to parents by the third week of July. This will provide
you with a description of how your child progressed throughout the year as well as the
end of year result. It will inform you if your child has met the target set at the beginning
of the year.

The New Assessment Framework
All students are now being assessed with a new framework. Previously, GCSE attainment was graded A*- G and Key Stage 3 attainment was graded using levels. New
GCSEs will be graded 9–1, rather than A*–G, with grade 5 considered a good pass and
grade 9 being the highest and set above the current A*. At the end of every term, each
student will be given a grade ranging from 0 to 8. These grades fall under one of four attainment descriptors. These are: ‘foundation’, ‘intermediate’, ‘higher’ and ‘beyond’. This
is shown in the table below. A detailed information sheet was provided to all parents on
the target setting day. This is also available on our school website.
Foundation

Intermediate

Higher

Beyond

Year 7

<1

1

1.5

2

2.5

3

3.5

4>

Year 8
Year 9
Year 10
Year 11

<2
<3
<4
<5

2
3
4
5.5

2.5
3.5
4.5
6

3
4
5
6.5

3.5
4.5
5.5
7

4
5
6
7.5

4.5
5.5
6.5
8

5>
6>
7>
8>

New

0

0.5

Old

4c/4b

4a

1

1.5

2 2.5 3 3.5 4 4.5
6c/6
7c/7
5a
6a
7a
8a
b
b
5c/5
8c/8
b
F/F+ E- E/E+ D-/D D+ b C- C

5
C+

5.5

6

C+/B
B
-

6.5

7

7.5

B+ A-/A A+

8

9

A* A*+
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Communication with Parents
HUB

School Money

HUB, previously known as School
Kompanion (KSM), is our school’s
online portal giving parents the
opportunity to monitor their child.
It is very important that you regularly use this portal. It allows parents, students and teachers to
track and monitor students’ progress, attendance, behaviour, view
announcements and access various documents for all subjects.
Username and Passwords have
been given out previously, however if you need further assistance, please do not hesitate to
contact the school.

Our Schoolmoney.co.uk facility allows for parents to experience a more streamlined, costeffective and efficient payment collection system in a secure and safe environment. From
time to time you will receive a text message
from the school inviting you to access a website as an option to make a payment for an activity. We would appreciate your support in
this matter. To ensure that we all experience
maximum benefit from this service, we ask all
parents to notify us if you have recently
changed your mobile number and/or email address. All school trips and school lunches can
be paid through schoolmoney.co.uk.

Mobile Phone Ban
It is compulsory for all students to hand in their phones every morning to their form tutors, who will store all mobile phones securely.
Any student caught in possession of a phone, on the school premises, will have their phone confiscated until the end of the term.
Smart phones are not permitted to be brought into school unless a
prior agreement has been made. Any student who brings a smart
phone in will have it confiscated until the end of the term.

Lockers/ Lost Property
Students pay £5 to rent a locker at the beginning of year 7. The locker
is theirs for the duration of their time at Islamia Girls School. They do
not need to pay for their lockers every year. If students lose or damage
their locker keys, they must pay £10 for a replacement key. Lockers
are re-allocated at the beginning of every year. This is to ensure that
students’ lockers are at a suitable location. Students who lose their
locker keys 3 times will no longer have access to their locker. All students should have been allocated a locker by now except those who
have not yet returned their key from the last academic year, or have
not paid the fee if they have lost their key. Students should be using their lockers for
their personal belongings. Students are not permitted to share lockers. Any items left
lying around will be confiscated and a fee of 50p will need to be paid to retrieve the item.
If a student has lost anything, please contact Ms Joanna, the PE teacher, or the caretaker.
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School Council Campaign
Every year at Islamia Girls School, the school council run a charity campaign, which
involves each member of the school council and year 11 setting up several events to
help raise money and awareness for a chosen cause. The chosen charity for this year
was to provide relief for the victims of the East African famine and the ongoing Syrian
crisis in cooperation with Penny Appeal. Not only did the girls have the opportunity to
give charity, but they also benefited by improving their team work, management, organisation and leadership skills.
The campaign began with the annual sponsored walk in which the girls trekked on a
long journey from the school to Holland Park, holding up banners and posters to raise
awareness on the East Africa drought. They attracted a lot of public attention and were
supported on the way by local pedestrians cheering them on. The girls enjoyed a well
deserved lunch at the park consisting of burgers, crisps, juice and ice-cream. They were
then free to walk around the park and enjoy the beautiful scenery and lovely weather
Alhamdulillah. They even managed to get up close to free roaming peacocks and visited
the stunning Japanese style Kyoto Garden, then prayed duhr under the blissful sun.
Alhamdulillah they raised £6,155.75 and are intending to build a well for Ms Huda
who passed away last year, may Allah grant her Jannah, ameen.
The girls had a fun and exciting night at our annual Mexican – themed sleepover on
Friday 8th October. It was a night filled with laughter, games, movies, bouncy castles,
themed photo booths, midnight feasts, mojitos, piñatas, smoke bombs, fireworks and
much more. Alhamdulillah we had the largest turnout of girls ever and raised £3,230
for Syria. We decided to raise money for Syria, because the war is far from over and
Syrians are continuously suffering emotional, physical and mental abuse inside and
outside the country; it is documented to be the worst humanitarian crisis of our time,
since World War II.
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Throughout the year they organised non
uniform days and ran tuck-shops to raise
more money for the causes. Finally, to end
the campaign, they held their Grand
Charity Dinner on Friday 8th December
with Brondesbury College for Boys (BCB).
Both schools joined causes and agreed to
raise money in aid of orphans in Syria,
East Africa and the Rohingya. The evening was hosted by all School Council
members and consisted of entertainment
by nasheed artist Abdullah Bustami, a key
note speaker, presentation by the School
Council and a three course meal. The evening was beautifully opened by a Quran
recitation from Yusuf Chughtai from
Brondesbury College. It was an evening
full of pleasant surprises and inspiration
to donate towards the worthy causes. Perhaps the greatest highlight of the evening,
was the announcement of the grand total
raised at this point of the campaign; a
huge sum well over £70,000 Masha’Allah!
The money went to Penny Appeal who will
ensure that the funds get to those that
really need it.
Sahl ibn Sa’d reported: The Prophet, peace
and blessings be upon him, said, “The one
who cares for an orphan and myself will
be together in Paradise like this,” and he
held his two fingers together to illustrate.
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Human Rights Day
IGS Amnesty Group chose the theme of Women’s rights for this year’s Human Rights
Day. The program facilitated opportunities for students to
think profoundly about the need for women’s rights - both domestically and internationally. A guest speaker was invited to
share her experiences with students and inspire them. This
was an eye-opener for students, as it enabled them to gain an
insight into the dreadful consequences, on the whole society,
that result when fundamental women’s rights are denied.
The day began with an introductory presentation by the active participants of the IGS
Amnesty Group students (mostly from year 10) about Amnesty International and the
work they carry out, in the UK and around the world, in regards to Women’s rights. This
was followed by an inspirational talk by guest speaker Susan
Kurr, who was awarded the Amnesty Speaker of the year in
2016. Susan spoke eloquently and passionately about striving to protect human rights through activism, referring to a
particular case study. Students were then split into their
Houses and participated in a number of interactive quizzes
and activities in the main hall. It was lively, competitive and
full of fun.
During the afternoon session, the students took part in a range of workshops, in their
form classes. Each workshop focussed on a certain aspect of human rights. Some of them
involved examining case studies about women’s human rights and their importance,
while others had discussions and debates around a number of issues, such as the IsraelPalestine conflict and the Rohingya plight.
The workshops were led by our teachers and our esteemed guest speaker. These workshops expanded the students’ perspective of the human struggle for basic rights and the
devastating effects of this on women in particular, with a focus on identifying ways to
empower women and encourage activism.
The students let free their imaginations to come up with inspiring and thoughtful posters and poems, which they shared with the whole school.
The biographies of 15 prominent women in Islam, from the time of
the Prophet (PBUH) to our contemporary time were displayed for
students to learn from.
The day culminated with inviting representatives from each workshop to share their learning points with the entire school about the
pertinent issues they studied. Shortly after this, prizes were given for various categories,
including quizzes and posters, ending on a sweet note with delicious chocolates for everyone! It was a successful day Masha’Allah. Thank you to our guest speaker, the teachers, the IGS Amnesty Group and everybody who helped to make the day a memorable
one!
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Departments
PE
This year was an exciting year for Physical Education. We were invited to join the Brent
Netball league for the first time ever. Islamia Girls entered a year 9 and year 10 team,
and played against various other schools in Brent.
The year 10 girls showed a great deal of improvement from last year. Physically their
speed, agility and co-ordination improved greatly. Also, the girls were consistently encouraging, motivating, and guiding each other with so much passion and enthusiasm.
They thoroughly enjoyed the experience and were excited to improve for next year. The
year 9 girls team includes; Zahra Mirza, Zainab Ishtiaq-Khan, Samah Jung, Latifah
Abdi, Hannan Abinet, Hanna Sheikh and team captain Nuha Azman.
The year 9 girls displayed an outstanding performance for their first Brent League,
drawing 1 match and winning 1 match. The year 9 girls have also improved their
strength, speed and agility, making the biggest physical improvement of the school.
Their determination, encouragement and perseverance was fantastic to watch. The girls
were eager and determined to come back to school to implement what they had learnt.
The year 10 girls team includes; Aminah Khan, Ainur Hadi, Hiba Bassou, Samaira
Khan, Aisha Mirza, Manaahl Ahmad Khuriesh Farah, Zainab Nawaz, Dilara Duran, Aisha Fazil and the team captain Badria Abdi.

Geography
The Geography department has grown to house forty five students in the GCSE class
this term. Students have worked as diligently as ever and were rewarded for their hard
work and dedication with an afternoon trip to Winter Wonderland. A great day out was
enjoyed by all, and at the same time students were able
to see the event using their ‘Geographical Eye’, appreciating the revenue it generates, the opportunity for leisure presented by living in a World Class city, and the
environmental impacts on Hyde Park. Behaviour was
so exemplary that it inspired a field trip in the New
Year to look at the advantages of Knightsbridge as a
location for retailing.

PAGE 8

I G S NE WS LE T T E R

TERM 1

Young Enterprise
On the 12th of December, Year 10 Islamia girls took part in the
Young Enterprise Company competition at Kingsbury High
School. The Interim Showcase gave them the opportunity to tell
the organisers and judges, who were
Mayors of Brent and Harrow, about their
products.
The girls worked extremely hard to create and organise a trade stand with an
eye-catching backboard displaying their
company logo. Our two companies presented excellent slideshows, and the
judges were impressed with their oratory
skills and confidence, considering they
were competing with Year 12 students. They were awarded
certificates and excellent feedback from the judges…Well
Done!

English
During this busy first term, the year 7s went to the Lyric Theatre, Hammersmith, to
watch the pantomime Jack and the Beanstalk. It was a lively production with magnificent costumes, props and stage sets – the girls thoroughly enjoyed the performance.
In October, the year 10 girls went to
Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre, on the
Southbank. They spent the first term
studying The Merchant of Venice, so
this was an excellent time for them to
have this experience. They took part in
a drama workshop, led by one of the
Globe’s staff, allowing them to focus on
interpretation of the text and how this
can be conveyed to an audience. There
was also an Elizabethan costume demonstration which was most informative,
and there was just enough time for a
quick look at the exhibition.
Other activities include: 8a creating
film trailers based on their work of Gothic fiction and 8b entering a mini saga competition based on their science fiction writing. Furthermore, this term, year 8 will go to the
Richmond Theatre in January, which was booked in advance.
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Trips
History
On Saturday 14th October, some
of the year 10 history students
and teachers visited the very
place where the battle of Hastings took place. We travelled on
the school mini bus to Hastings
to watch the epic battle between
King Harold Godwinson and
William of Normandy. The outing also included watching an
outdoor play on the battle, interacting with actors as well as exploring the gardens and castles.
The trip was both entertaining
and educational!
The Year 8’s, as part of the local
history curriculum visited
Willesden Green Library on
Wednesday 15th November. The
session was split into two, half
an hour was spent on handling
objects whilst the second half
was spent discovering the library archives. The students
discovered plenty of historical
facts about the school including
the sports day programme from
1902, the fact that the school
gym was bombed during World
War 2 and the ex-students who
lost their lives during World
War 1 and 2. They also looked
at the geographical landscape of
the area and how this has
developed over time.

As a follow up to the Willesden Green Library trip, we
were honoured to have three
ex- students who attended
the school in the 1950s and
1960s speak in assembly.
Alan Parish, Des McHugh
and Stuart Cawthorne spoke
on Thursday 7th December to
the whole school about what
life was like in Kilburn
Grammar School (the former
name of this school). They
reminisced about school life
including school, friends and
how they progressed on from
Kilburn Grammar.
After the assembly, the
guests had a more in depth
chat with the Year 8 classes
delving into teachers, discipline, life in the 1950s and
1960s as well as their view
on the infamous underground tunnel built during
the war that is said to connect our school to the school
opposite. The visit was a
huge success and we thank
the guests for taking time
out of their day to come to
the school and share their
wonderful memories.
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Science
Year 10’s visited Imperial College to attend a lecture on what happens when the brain
develops disorders and illnesses. The lecture was engaging and interesting, and all students found it enjoyable. The trip was a success, and all the girls said they would like to
attend more lectures.
Year 9’s visited Imperial College to
attend lectures on physics, and how
physics can be used in real life applications, and new developing technology. The lectures were interesting,
and the exhibitions were engaging.
The students asked loads of questions and found it intriguing. The trip was a great success.

Art
Lin Kam Art Workshop as part of the London Design Festival
The theme for the Brixton Design District was Love is Power; communicating the positive force of love in celebrating difference and promoting acceptance.
A group of 15 girls took part in the one day workshop on Friday 22nd September, entitled Love Letter, To ‘Mum’ where they produced works of art based on their relationship
to the significant nurturing figure in their life, taking
inspiration from Ms Kamala’s calligraffiti sketches.
The final artworks were also influenced by the various
designers the group met during the day including Carolyne Hill of Chill Create and Awma, creators of The
Hubb, who gave the traditional concept of a minaret a
modern twist through their use of materials alongside
the voice of our founder Dr Yusuf Islam. The Brixton
Design District showcased an exciting line up of designers from a range of backgrounds, highlighting that the
community is made up of many cultures living alongside each other with respect for diversity and an appreciation of many shared values – it is this mix that is the essence of
Brixton.
Jean-Michel Basquiat ‘Boom for Real’ exhibition at the
Barbican Centre
On Thursday 30th November 2017 we were lucky enough to have
a guided tour of the works of Jean-Michel Basquiat and discover
a Banksy artwork en route! This unprecedented exhibition
brings together an outstanding selection of more than 100 works
from international museums and private collections.
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Merits & GCSE Awards Evening

October 2017 Top 3

November 2017 Top 3
Sabiha Muradi 8b 18 points

Balsam Sadek 7b 13 points

Noor Benchekroun 8b 15
points

Fizah Noor Al Islam 7b 13
points

Hala Gehad 8b 16 points

Mariam Ali – 7b – 12 points

December 2017
Malaika Kashif – 9b – 10
points

GCSE Awards Evening
On Friday 1st December we were joined by our previous year 11 girls, to congratulate
them on their GCSE success. They were presented their certificates and given personal
gifts that will always be a memory for them.
We hope and pray that they find success in everything they do.

